Macclesfield Park Master Plan

Lower Makefield Township January 9, 2023

Meeting Minutes

Plan Study Committee Meeting #2
JMT Project No. 22-02994-001

An in-person study committee was held at the Community Center to review the initial field use analysis
for above referenced project. The following committee members were in attendance:

Name Organization E-mail Address
Lisa Huchler Disability Advisory Board lhuchler@aol.com
Rob LaBar Parks and Rec Advisory Board rob4491@gmail.com
Matt Farrell Environmental Advisory Council matthewthomasfarrell@gmail.com
Bill Gaboda Resident wgaboda@gmail.com
Laurie Grey Resident (Rivergate) lIbbccomcast.net
George Schlieben YMS president@ymssoccer.net
Gordon Workman LMFA gordan028944@yahoo.com
Stephen Edwards, Resident stephenedwards@gmail.com

Monica Tierney,

Director of Parks & Rec.

monicat@Imt.org

Dan McLoone,

LMT Planner

danm@Imt.org

David Kratzer

Township Manager

dkratzer@Imt.org

Michael Spillane

PAA

email@michaelspillane.com

Andrew Mears

JMT

amears@jmt.com

Ann Toole

Toole Recreation Planning

anntoole@comcast.net

Neil Beach

JMT

nbeach@jmt.com

The purpose of the meeting was to provide an overview of the initial field usage analysis, and
responses of the user questionnaire.

The following items were discussed:
1. Welcome and Introductions — A. Mears welcomed the Master Plan Study Committee (MPSC)
and attendees introduced themselves. David Kratzer introduced himself as the new Township
Manager and Michael Spillane representing PAA was filling in for Matt Curtin who was unable to

attend.
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2. A. Mears reviewed the meeting agenda:

Turf Field Agreement

State Funding & Control of Land

Review of Field Usage Standards

Review of Available Fields

Questionnaire Response & Discussion on Current Field Use Practices

3. A. Mears and N. Beach presented the information and initial findings of each of the agenda
items as shown in the attached PowerPoint.

4. The following comments, clarifications, and suggestions were made during the committee
discussions:

a.

Turf field agreement and state funding / control of land

=  Who pays for improvements to the field?
YMS pays for improvements to the field, including fencing.
= Coordination with DCNR about public use on facilities with RIRA funds. Grants were
not as restricted in 1986 as they are now.
The goal for this project will be to ensure that LMT remains in compliance with
DCNR regulations and policy so that future funding is not in jeopardy.

Review of field usage standards, available fields, and current field use trends.

= Overview of fields used based on discussion:
Macclesfield, Caiola, Stoddardt, Fred Allen, Memorial Park and select School
District fields.
Boehm, Afton. Quarry Hill, Edgewood. Fields are in poor condition. School
District priorities to fulfill their mission of education leave few resources for sports
field maintenance.
After a good discussion, the committee decided that we need to wait until we
have all the information for the study in order with potential directions identified
before going to the School District to request a discussion about sports fields.
= Available fields: 17 rectangular and 12 diamond fields.
The 17 rectangular fields are based on the current field layout at Macclesfield.
Not all of the 17 fields are “full size” fields.
= Memorial Park football field is only used for practice, Monday thru Thursday.
This field does not have lights.
Field not available for use on Friday thru Sunday due to concern about traffic.
Monica Tierney reported that this arrangement is working well so far.
= A statement was made that the high water table at Macclesfield and playing on a wet
field for one hour does more damage than 10 hours of regular play. It will be wet
more often because of high water table.
= PAA confirmed that the 2.5 practices/games per week, as assumed to determine
current field needs, was an accurate assumption.
» Football confirmed that 3 games/practices per week, as assumed to determine
current field needs, was an accurate assumption.
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= YMS noted that their concern is not specifically with the number of fields, but instead
with the quality of the fields available.
= YMS also noted that they expect their total number of teams to increase as the
younger age groups transition to the older age groups.
This is because of age group shift in soccer a few years back reduced the
number of the current older aged teams.
= |deally, all sports organizations would like to play and practice at one site.
» |t was asked if the study will evaluate population trends.
Yes, this was done as a part of the Play for All study and will be re-evaluated as
a part of this plan.

c. Review of questionnaire responses

= A complete report ADA at Macclesfield Park has been completed and specifies the
ADA improvements and costs

* Need to define Macclesfied Park as a sports complex or a community park.

Consensus is that it is a sports complex.

= Macclesfield Park needs to be aesthetically pleasing, environmentally friendly,
neighborhood friendly park, need for privacy and screening for the neighbors.

= Concerns are traffic, safety, poor restrooms and concessions, bleed over to
neighborhood, pollution, parking in adjacent neighborhood.

= Neighbor said YMS does a great job keeping people out when they have a
tournament.

d. Other discussion items of note

= Football is looking to add a spring flag football program.

» PAA has invested money and upkeep to the fields at Boehm.

» There was discussion pertaining to the School District and how they could be
partners relating to future solutions.

5. Moving Forward — The team will move ahead with the following tasks in preparation for the
next committee meeting. Work to be composed for the next study committee meeting include:

= Meet with DCNR to understand and clarify RIRA deed restrictions and current use
policies.
» Schedule & Conduct KPI + Focus Groups + Pop Up Meetings
» Understand Needs of Other Groups Not Currently Served
» Field hockey, lacrosse, cricket, ultimate frisbee, rugby, others?
» Update, Revise, and Complete Sports Field Demand and Capacity Analysis

Page 3



